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AMENDMLNl^TO TMEjCLAlMS 

A 

I . fCurondy Amended) A shutter, comprising: 
a imitarf frame induding: 

four longitudinal rail members, each iongiiudiiiid rail member liavin^ opposrte 
distal ends, said four ineinbeis arranged along a jfespective f our sides of a rectai^lau" perimeterj 
such that one dfeta! end of am of said longitudinal rail niembejs substantially abuts one distal end 
of anotlier of said longitudinal tail members at a respeaive vertex ^gefBees of smd rectangular 
perimeter, tsch loi^itudinal member having a riecepiacle opening at each of its distal ends and a 
mcepmck ejaending moie than a fim distance toward its opposite distal end; and 

four comer conneaion members, each located at a respective one of the fotjr vertices of 
said neeiai^ar perimeter, and each corner connecrion member having a f ixst pmjection and a 
second projection, said fmt projection ejoending said first distance into and bonded to a surface of 
the receptacle of one said longitudinal rail members and said second projection extending said first 
distance into and bonded to a surface of the receptacle of another of said longitudinal rail members; 

■<\4aergin at least one of said four cprn gr co nnection mgnnberg ha? a latch^ptq passage 
exiending th n^ugh its fi rst p roj ection in i? ;s exte nding direaio a t Sjgid at least one long itudinal rail that 

g^u' -idjzg ji th<Ld^^c,av oi .<u4 tliaiffid md.moikiLof^d.bnp:ydin.u rails isiciudfiiAtoskpm 
clearance hok, and funh€£.£9I»pri§mg..a.kckpiQ.gmdkjg riifjQugkmUuj 
pin. passage; and 

a p<.>rtal covering structure secuiied to and supported by said unitarv frame. 



2. (CAurently Amendecfl A shiacter according to claim 1 ■%4ierein at least one of said 
four longitudinal rail members is a hollow stmaure iiaviiig an inner cliannel e pe m ig a&-eaefe-el^^aid 
extending between, its two distal ends, a fi«t length of said imier channel forming the receptacle at 
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one of the distal ends of the bngitudii^ji mil aiid a second length, of said imer dianriel formmg tlie 
receptacle at the other distal end of the bngitudmal raH, 



3. (C'arrenti)': Amendeci) A shutter according to clami 1, ^-herein a first of said 
longitudmal laiis ineitjdes a retaining strocture for retaining a fii^t secondaty lall adjacent axsd 
parallel to said fiist longittKiinal rail, and a second of said bngituditial rails includes a retaining 
structure for imining a second seeondaiy rail adjacent and parallel to said second longitudina] rail 
md, said first loiigitudiBai rail arid said second, longitudinal rail fomaing facing sides of said 
rectaagvilarunitajy frame. 



4. (Original A shisier accoidii^ lo claim 3, fuither comprising a fi«t seconcbry rail 
Gonstrairied adjacent and parallel to said first longitu<HnaI rail by said first longitudioai retaining 
sttuGture, and a second secondary rail constrained adjacent and piallsl to said second longitudinal 
rail by said second longitudinal rail retaining stnjcture, and 

wherein each of said f ii^ secondaiy rail and said second secondary rail includes at least one 
louver-snppori tlirough hole, aiid 

-ft-herein said pf>rtal covering structure comprises at least one louver suppt>ited at one end by 
said louver-support throi^h hole formed in said first second^ rail and suppoited at its other end 
by said louver-^support throi^h hole fomsed in said second secondan," rail 



5, (C}un«r!tly Amendec^ A shatter according to claim 4, wherein a third of said 
longitudinal rails includes a retaining stmct ure for retaining a pair dE thitd secondary- rails adjacent 
and parallel to said thiid loi>gxcudinal fail> and coiinear -with lespect to one anodter, and a f oxirtli of 
said longitudinal mh includes a retainir^ structupe for retaining a pair of fouJth secondary rails 
adjacent and parallel to said f ousth longitudinal rail, and colijiear with respect to one aaodier, said 
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thiid iongkudinai rail and said fouitb toitgitudixial rail foriTutig faciiig sides of said Tecta«gular 
uiiitaiy frame perpendicular to said first and second longitudinal j-sils. 



6, (Qf^iiial) A shuiter accQidiiag to claim 4, further comprising a center btiver suppoit 
tail haviiig at kast one buver-suppoit tkot^h hok, secured to said umtaxy franje to extend 
substantially peipehdicular CO said iouvei^ and 

^fdierein said louver passes through said throiigh hole to be soippoited at a location of saH 
louver between said louvefis first ax^d second distal ends. 



7\ (Oirrently Amended) A shuttex according to claim 5, further comprising a center 
louver support rail having a;t lieast one louver-support dirough hole, secured to said unitaiy fi-ame to 
extend substantialiy perpendicular to said louver, arid 

ufereiii said louver passes through and is supported by said louver- support through hole to 
be supported at a ia:ation of said louver bet^'een said louvers fij^t and second distal ends, and 

wherein, a first distal ei^d of said center louver support abuts said third longitudinal jrail ««y 
axid a second distal end of said center louver suppojt, opposite said firet distal end, abuts said fourti^ 
loBgitudjnai rail, and said center louver support is supported f ron). moven^ent in a direction parallei 
tf> s^d louver by said pair of third secondat}' rails and said pair of fourdi secondaiy rails. 



{C\vci{ nth .'^rsK^ndf c}, A srsufe! acs.oidine ''O claisn 7, iunher oo:tipr<;xg a first 
abjimem .^icuDt't crg^iged •'^-f h a\A txtendiug from tht first dt^tal end of said tenter k>uver 
mpl.xjit mcnnc r, .uid <^ Kvond abutment member engaged ^oih and extending from die first distal 

end of said ctmsx louver support memoer, 

wheiem said center louver support is supported, at its first distal end, f rom movement m a 
ditmiott paiallel u> said louver by a first of said pair of third secx>ndar>' rails abtnting said fourth 
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leagitudinaLmjl a-^ii^- o f say -e^e y -e^«ae^k»& i!Re B^fi ; at one end and said first abiitUMti 
member at its other end, and by a second of said p£r of third secoadaty njils abiiitRng $aid second 
longkudiBal rail a g m HMl -of sdd €<>faef-t'eRae^d m « i&ml ?e ?5 ^ at one end and said f im abutiBent 
ittemher at its other end, and 

wherein said center louver sup|x>n, i? sup|x>ned, at its second di<;ial end, from movement in 
a direction panjlH to said louver by a iirst of said pair of foimh secorsdaiy rails abuiti^g said fourjii 
jongiudiMLiay s--H^iHit*^-^akk=*>mer-£<Hffie€ti<>rr-r^^ ;it one end and said sec;ond abutment 
member at its oiher end, and by a second of said pair of fouith secondary niils abutting sad second 
ien^Mdmd.lsii ^^feiii4v- <;jfj^dL ^ shaf? e 4 - e < M3aef £<»j a i^^ at one end and said second 

abutment member -at iis other end. 



9. (Qnceled) Without prejudice. 



10. (Qsrtentiy Amende(^ A shutter accosxiit^ to daita 1 <^Hn -9 liiither comprising: 

a latch pin receiving stnieture, havitig a latch pin receptacle, mounted to an exterior wall 
surface; and 

a mai^tiaily rotatabk screw Iwing a threaded shaft extending throx^h said elongated 
cJearanee passage arid threadably ei^j^ed m&i said latch pin, with a inanual cotitaa structure 
exterior to said another of said longitudinal rails, 

wherein tightening said manually ix>tatable ^aaal screw substantiaLly prevents motion of 
said latch pii^ in die extending direction of said latch pin passage, and vv'hersin loosening said 
n>anually rotataMe imaaal screw allows movement of said latch pin from an es^ended posidon in 
which it extends though said ktch pin passage, throt^h said kiich pin cleamnce hole and into said 
latch pin neceptadej to a retracted position wherein, the ktch pin does not extend into said ktch pin 
i^ceptacie. 
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11. (Cui-ffinily Aniaided) A shutter ;iecordmg to ciaini i ^4eism eaeh of the distal ends 
of said longitudaial rail membei-s has a subst;\ntiaih/ 45 degree niitered surface, and whercin at least 
one of said foar comer comieaion fiiembei-s and said recepiacles of md at least two longitu<iinal 
r£\ rnemben; are constmcted and anr^nged such that wh&n said mitered surface at one dbtal end of 
one of said at least two longitudinal rails abiES said mitered surface at one distal end of anotlier of 
said at least two longitudinal rails, the first projecdon of said corner connection member ejaends 
said first distarxe niio die receptacle at said one distal end of said one of said atjeast I^S 
longitudin;5l rails, and die second projection of s;iid comer comiection meniber extends said fim 
distance into the receptacle at said one distal end of said another of said longitudinal rail members. 



12, (Original) A shutter according to claim 4, whes^iti the retainiiig structui'e of said first 
longitudinal rail is a Li-shaped ch;umel, extending the length of said fim luil, formed of an e:cterior 
wall of said rail and a pau- of lateral wails extending pa-allel to one ;iiiother, iii a dixsction a-^vay fnam 
tiie exterior wiO, wth a fii-st ridge extending along die distal edge of a fint of said paii' of lateral 
walk, and a second ridge extending aloi^ the distal edge of a second of said pair of lateiul wails, the 
distance between opposing faces of said pair of lateral wah being greater than a mdth of said first 
secondary rail, and the distance between said first ridge asd said second ridge bemg less dian said 
-width of die first secondaiy rail. 



13. (Oxiginal) A shutter according to claim 12, wheR'in all of said first, second third and 
fourth longitudinal rails have the same cix>ss^seeaoni 



14. (Original) A shutDsr accoixJing to claim 12, wherein all of said first, second, third and 
fourth secondai)'^^ rails have the same omer cmss-Sjectional diimisions. 



15. (Qirrcntly Amendecp A shutter comprisiog: 
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a first outer frame niemijer exteading between a fkst distal end and a second distal end, and 
having a first receptacle at said first distal end and a second receptacle at said second distal end; 

a fijfsc frame comer cQitneaion nsember, having a first projeaion secured widiija said first 
receptacle of $aid first outer frame njetnberj and having a second projection; 

a second fmme corner c-onnection member, having a first piio)ectbn secured vs-Miin said 
second receptacle of said first outer fmrne member^ and having a second projection; 

a second Outer frame member exterding between a first distal end and a second distal end, 
having a first receptacle at saki first distal end leceiving and secured around said second projection 
of said first frame comer coimection number, and having a second receptacle at said second distal 
end; 

a third outer frame niemher extending Ijetween a first distal end and a second cfistal end, 
has'ing a fii^t receptacle at said f irst distal end tieceiving and secured around said second projection 
of said second frame comer connection member, and having a second PKeptacle at said seamd 
(^staierwi; 

a third frame comer connection member, having a first pi-ojeaion seajifed within said 
second receptacle of said second outer frame member, and having a ^second projection; 

a fourth frame comer connection member, havirjg a first proj«::tion secured within said 
second receptacle of said third outer frame member, and having a sea>nd projection; aad 

a fourth outer frame member extending between a first dist^ end and a second distal end, 
havir^ a first receptacle at said first distal end receiving and secured around said second projectiGn 
of said third frame comer connettion member, and having a second receptacle at said second distal 
end receiving and secured around sM secorid projection of said fourth frame comer connection 
membc K and 



outer frme meml?er^ fiutber comprises an elongated clearance passive frcm an exterior of said 
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corrfespanding. (rater fnimememk^re^^ 



16. (Ciifrentf)'' Amended) A shutter sccordir^ to claim 15, wheteih said fim outer frame 
member includes a plurality of first buver-suppn; neceptaeles spaced apart from one anotiier along 
said fim axis, 

said second outer frame member includes a plursdity of second louver-suppoit jneGeptacles 
facing and in alignment with said pKirality of fi^ seeead lover-sxippott rscq>tacles, and 

said pfjital-Govering structure includes a pkmlity of Iduver members, each having a first 
distal end projecdag into and supported by a correspondicg one of said first louver support 
recept^ks and a second distal end opposite its first distal end, pjtx>jeciiQg into and supported by a 
Gon?esponding one of said setx>nd buver support receptacles. 



17. (^nhdrawa) A method for irtaMng a shutter comprisir^ 

providing four rails, each extending a length and each haying a isceptacle at each of its ends; 

pKjvidiiig iour comer connection nien>k;rs, each hav-ing a first proiection shaped md 
dimensioned for insenion into at least one of said receptacles of at least one of said railSj and each 
having a second projection shaped and dimensioned for insertion into at least one of said 
receptacles of at least one of said rails; 

adlieimg die first projection of a fiist of said comer connettion meml>ers within one of die 
receptacles of a fmt of said rails; 

adheiing the first projection of a second of said L-shaped comer connection members 
within die other of the receptacles of said fii^t of said rails; 
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adhering the second projeaion of said first of said comer connection haembers within one 
of the receptacles of a second of said niils, stick xhst said second of said rails is comlected 
perpendicular to said first of said rais; 

adhering the second projection of said secotid of said comer Gonneciion members ■^'ithin 

one of the recepcacles of a tliird of sid nsils, such diat said timi of said raib is connected 
perpeadiaikr to said fin:t of said tJiils aiid parallei to said second of said rails; 

adhering the fit^t projeciion of a third of said corner cotmection ir^mbets within the one of 
the ssjceptactes of a fourth of said rails; 

adliericig the first projection of a fourth of s^'d L-shaped comer corttieGtiott membefs -wkhin 
liie other of the receptxles of said fourth of said raiis; 

adhering the second ptif>jeaion of said third of said comer connection members within die 
other of the receptacles of said second of said rails, and the sa:ond projection of said fourth of said 
comer connection iTjeinbers withm tlie other of the teceptacles of saki tliird of said raiis the such 
that said fourth of said rails is comieaed perpendicular to said second and third said rails and 
parallel to said fiist of said rails. 



18. (Original A shutter according to claijrt 1 wherein at least said first frartje comer 
comiecdon member has its first projection extending substantMiy jxsrpendicular to its second 
projection member, 



19, (Cum;ntly Axnendec^ A shutter accoKling to claim 18 wherein at hsst said first 
frame comer connection member is an L-sha^d stracturej vtith said first projection and said 
second projection imaisr extending substantially perpendicular from a common junction merhber 
to f oma h$ m L sh^. 
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20, (Original) A. shuccer accorxlmg to ch\m \ b ■^viierein at kast said fim frame comer 
conrjecuon niemln^r has its first projection extending subsiandaily peipendicularto its second 
projection member. 



21. (Cjattentl)'' AiTjendec^ A siiutter according to £bim.lQ ^etm at least said 

fot fj^ie comer connection member is aii L-sha|.>ed stmoure, wxh said first pix>jedion a»d said 
second projection iMSSbei extending substantially peipendicuiar from a common junction member 
to form an L shape. 



22. (Currently Amended) A shutter, compiising: 

a rectaBguiar franve struaure having a f im pair of petimeter tails parsilel lo and spaced apart 
from one <«iother, and a second pair of perirtieier raib j^tallei to and spaced apart from one another 
atid perpendieulai- to die first pair of perimetei- tails, said iirsc pair of perimeter rails secured to said 
second pair of perimeter rails, herein each of the first pair of perirneter rails iridudes a plurality of 
buver support recep«:ades airai^ed stjch that the plurality included in or^e if the first pair of rails 
faces and is aligned with the phitality included in the other of the first pair of mils; 

a center louver support rail extending parj&i to the fii^ pair of perimeier rails, having one 
of its distal ends secured to a first of said second pair of perimeter r^, and the other of its &tai 
ends secured to the other of sM second pair of perimeter rails, vvheretn said center buver suppoit. 
rail incbdies a piisurality of louver support through holes; 

a plurality of louvers, each of said plurality having a first of its dist^ ends extendirtg irtto and 
supported by a corresponding one of saM plurality of louver support receptacles formed in said one 
of said second pair of ^rimeter rails, the other of its distal ends extending iiiio and supported by a 
corresponding one of said pluiality of louver support receptacles formed in the other of said second 
pair of perimeter rails, and extending throt^i a corresponding one of said plurality of louwr 
supjxm thK>i5gh holes formed in said eeniaer louver- support railiand 
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of one of th e said pairs of perimeter rails, and havmg a <;ecand. prQ^cdftnm'ttmd.MiiM-a 

xdierein at least om oi tJhe said four fa me comer coaaectibn members has a latchrpin 
po^\s ige eMetidi <hr u^h ^ .:)ro jecuon m its eMtr ; V r o po i o •'c said 

^^i.r-> o' ^xnrvt..r^iik \.rtn>. v. )mpns;. <i an t 'orgite k r jn'^sa?< from i e^i noro^ said 
cOKes|xmijiig<>rk oi sai_i|n}rs ofp^nne ^.u it srs irsj-xteiidiii^d^CLon ot be 

1. 01 ' espondyig ol jii^t « pairs oi pei-tn'.eicrtHK..a i^cl atiothet on e Ql.s&^d .pm oj p eni:reteriiuk 
jicludes a ! u h 1 1 Kiv u « i k , and further comprising a liu^h pin extettdmg throu gh and 



23. (Cbrrently Aiaended) A shxjtoerj compmiBg: 

a rectangular frame stiucture having a first pair of perimeter rails paralH to and spaced apart 
fixjm one arKnher, and a second pair of perimeter rails pai^liei to and spaced apart fmm one another 
and perpendicular to the first pair of perimeter rails, said first pair of perimeter tails secured to said 
second pah" of perimeter rails, wherein ai least one of said first pair of ].>erimeter rails includes latx-h 
pin guide extending in the dircction of said perimeter rail and at least one of said second pair of 
perimeter rails indades a latch pin clearance hole aligned said latch pin guide; 

a latch pin snj^rted by and movable within said larch pin guide, in said direction l>etween 
an esaended position and a retracted positionj wherein^ in said extended |x>sition a dist;\l portion of 
latch pin extends through said latch pin clearance hofe to pitMrude otitwaid from said frame. 



24. CPrevionsiy Preseni^d) 'The shutter of elaini 23, ^4ei«in said at least one of sdd first 
pair of penmeter i^s having said latch pin guide comprises a hollow member snttonndkig and 
supporting said latch pin guide, and ^dierein said latch pin guide includes a latch pin suppoix 
thioi^ hole dimensioned md arranged to accommodate and support said Mch pin in moving 
between said ejosnded and retracted position. 
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25. (Pieviousiy Pi€sente<^ Hie shuicer of claini 24, ^'hesein an elongated slot esa^nds in 
a depth dkection from m oux&r surface of said hollow member of said at least one of said first pair 
of pedmeter mh having s;iid latch pin guide into said latch pin snppojt tiwoisgh hole, and has a slot 
length extending in the direction that said latch pin moves fnjm said extended position to said 
retracted position comprises a hollow mernber, ajid has a slot width, further comprising: 

a manna! actuator member connected to said latch pin and extending out'W3r4 in a direction 
radial %ith rt'spea to the direcuon thai s;ud latch pin moves from said extended posiuon to said 
retracted position, thix>ugh said slot, and Itaving a manual contaa smf ace above said slot. 
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